
Project Santa Rosa
Community Meeting

February 17, 2022



Welcome!
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• Thank you for attending! We appreciate your interest!

• Goals tonight:
• Ensure everyone has accurate information
• Engage in active discussion
• Demonstrate our intent to be a great neighbor

• 15‐minute presentation, followed by Q&A – but feel free to ask questions at 
any time during the presentation using the chat or raise hand feature on the 
top bar of the meeting screen



Project Approval Timeframe
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Pre‐filing Community Meeting February 17, 2022

Filing Site Plan Application March 2022

DRC Meeting Spring 2022

Planning Board Meeting Summer / Fall 2022

Construction Start Winter / Spring 2023



Chaberton Energy Is a Leading Regional Developer
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 We have a very experienced team, with a strong focus on solar generation projects that serves
communities and customers in the Mid‐Atlantic

 We find project hosts, then we develop the projects from inception through construction, work with
the local landowner to best design the project, the local jurisdictions to permit the project, the local
utility for the interconnection, we prepare the site and project plans, and we arrange financing;

 Our portfolio is composed of community solar projects, aggregate net meter projects for
institutional clients, and other PPA‐based projects with commercial and industrial customers,
focused on projects <10 MW, such as this one

 We have a portfolio of more than 30 projects under development

 We leverage our network of local engineering firms,
financing partners, and other subject matter experts to
ensure project success;

 We are well‐capitalized through our partnership with
Greenbacker Capital

 Our corporate office is in North Bethesda, Maryland
(Montgomery County)



What is Community Solar?
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 Solar savings available to:
 Homes that cannot accommodate solar
 Renters or those who may have restrictions on their homes 
 Customers who might not be able to afford purchasing and installing solar themselves

 Savings off utility bill are guaranteed
 Increases grid’s reliability
 Decarbonizes our electricity

The subscription 
price is a 
discount to the 
energy credits 
produced



Project Is Located on Signal Tree Lane
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• The Project is located at 13330 Signal Tree Lane, Potomac MD.
• The parcel is approximately 10 acres.  The solar area will be less than half of the parcel.
• The existing home and other natural features will effectively screen the project from 

the road.



Project Design
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 Significantly less visible than standard fixed tilt or tracking technology

 Panels mounted less than 1 foot off the ground 

 No driven steel piles; virtually no ground disturbance

 Reduces overall land area

 Easy to remove at end of project term

Fixed TiltErthos

vs

Erthos: Earth Mounted Solar
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Erthos Technology
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A pre‐existing vegetative buffer completely 
screens the site from Signal Tree Lane.
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Sight Line – Signal Tree Lane



Sight Line – Signal Tree Lane 
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A pre‐existing vegetative buffer & home 
completely screens the site from Signal Tree 
Lane.
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Sight Line – Signal Tree Lane 
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Site is totally screened from Manor 
Stone Drive.



There will be no noise impact to the neighbors

• During operations, inverters & transformers generate low humming sounds.  The 
equipment does not run (or generate sound) at night.

• Operating sound levels are approximately 60 decibels; comparable to a home 
refrigerator

• At ~50 feet away, the sound blends with ambient noise.  The nearest residence to 
this equipment is greater than 350 feet away, meaning there will be no noise 
impact.
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Construction Timeframe Is Short
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Construction will not start until Q1 2023 at the earliest

• Construction: 3 ‐ 4 months with ~4 weeks 
of “peak” activity and, especially due to the Erthos
design, there are a reduced number of deliveries 
(no structures) and minimal noise during 
construction

• Truck traffic
• Lay down area used so trucks can drop off 

their equipment and leave; trucks will not 
block the road

• Virtually no post‐construction traffic

• Hours of Construction
• Excludes Sundays and holidays
• Normally 10 hours/day in daylight hours
• Willing to exclude specific dates / times as 

requested



Solar Energy Brings Benefits to Our Communities…
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Good Neighbor
 There will be limited operational traffic
 Virtually no noise or impact to current character 

of the neighborhood
 We will offer the energy output via the 

Community Solar Program at an exclusive 
discount to neighbors

 We will be installing landscaping features onsite
Local Economic Benefits

 Positive local economic activity during 
construction

 We will be paying tax revenue for County with 
virtually no cost in new services

Site Benefits
 When sited on agricultural land, allows soils a 

chance to rest and revitalize
 Acts as a form of site preservation for future uses
 Land returned to pre‐existing condition at end of 

term



…And to the Environment
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The Project will generate clean, renewable electricity

 Reduces the use of high‐pollution energy sources, increasing air quality, saving 
lives, reducing incidence of respiratory and cardiovascular diseases, and 
improving life quality

 Eliminates carbon dioxide emissions to the tune of 2,500 tons of CO2 a year, 
equivalent to*:

* Estimates based on EPA GHG Calculator. Actual results will vary.

Emissions From: CO2 Captured By:



Q&A
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• For questions or comments, please utilize the Chat or Raise Hand feature on the top 
bar of the meeting screen.

• A recording and notes from this presentation will be available beginning Monday 
2/21 for at least two weeks through Tuesday 3/8 on the Chaberton website under the 
News header.

• https://www.chaberton.com/news

• If you have any additional questions, you can send them directly to me at 
john.miller@chaberton.com, or e‐mail Chaberton at info@chaberton.com.



Thank you!


